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• The rule seeks to clarify which waterways are overseen by the federal 
government.  

• The current standard has long been a source of confusion and the Supreme 
Court has had to weigh in twice.  

• The Obama administration set out to clarify the issue in early 2014, 
releasing a proposed rule that it said would make clear the reach of federal 
oversight and preserve long held exemptions for agriculture. 

• On May 27, 2015, the EPA and the Corps of Engineers announced the final 
WOTUS rule.  

• The rule becomes effective 60 days after its publication in the Federal 
Register: THIS FRIDAY!    

 





The previous definition of WOTUS 
included:  

1) traditionally navigable waters;  

2) coastal waters;  

3) waterways that cross state borders;  

4) lakes made by damming a water of 
the U.S.; 

5) waters that could affect interstate 
commerce;  

6) tributaries of these waters; and  

7) wetlands next to these waters.  



• The final rule includes traditional 
navigable waters, interstate waters, 
territorial seas, and impoundments of 
jurisdictional waters in the definition of 
“waters of the United States.”   

 

• These waters are jurisdictional by rule 
under the Clean Water Act (CWA).    

 































H.R. 1732 

S. 1140 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1732?q={"search":["/"hr1732/""]}
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Others will sue, saying the rule doesn’t do enough 







www.epa.gov/cleanwaterrule
http://www.army.mil/asacw

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019311hGTK8K0gsYCfswLOje4q47yJPgY-Do54UA9LxEFK2hL1z-Kp1GXUENhI6OXv4EzYFLWwgbnFUVCXbxHlUWYFvxKjLSfubpkOsarpRx8aDAHObaQ7TXRy0DbFlMwJJMMNY3iokYgxjmjLFVGLQtqfcIDabCR3&c=U-DF6qu-9_ks5551ZS5-J3jzJ9LlEyGfvEJRbr9IiRlJGHbSan3ebQ==&ch=QbHORvTHObMWoTaRugcGjMULx8ZDIHfxtxv5m6qXl6KF7th_Cw7Fpw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019311hGTK8K0gsYCfswLOje4q47yJPgY-Do54UA9LxEFK2hL1z-Kp1P-k_B2LgKe2SogFpn5sePr-w0tgoguPXzvIhTlzAW6maE7qnxp1eC7y_F_v-6xGdFo2P9lIdao0Tdrf6DRl4UkEjlfkDXxrQg==&c=U-DF6qu-9_ks5551ZS5-J3jzJ9LlEyGfvEJRbr9IiRlJGHbSan3ebQ==&ch=QbHORvTHObMWoTaRugcGjMULx8ZDIHfxtxv5m6qXl6KF7th_Cw7Fpw==

