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The Klamath Irrigation Project 



April 6, 2001 



The 2001 Klamath Water Crisis 
 



Fall 2002 Klamath River Fish Die-Off 

Eugene Register-Guard 

 

Why the salmon died: Pattern  

points to Bush administration policies 

 

A Register-Guard Editorial 

 

http://media.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/photo/2007/06/26/PH2007062601922.jpg


Expiration of Long-Term Power Contract with Pacific Power & FERC 
Relicensing of Klamath Hydroelectric Project 



The Path to 
Settlement  
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Tribes Get 

 

Ag (and 

Others) Get 

 
Agreement for Klamath 

Dams Out (4) 

Increased Water 

Certainty Reduced Ag Water 

Demand 

• Tribes view as  most important step 

for salmon restoration & 

improving/protecting runs 

• Ongoing negotiations with 

PacifiCorp 

• Allocation of Federal Power (15 

avg  MgW) 

• Renewable  Development 

• Adjudication Settlement with 

Klamath Tribes 

• Limited “no-call” 

• Drought Plan 

 

• BoR Project capped at 330 – 385 

taf 

• Drought Plan for really bad years 

• 30 taf from Tributaries 

Regulatory 

Assurances 

Continued Affordable 

Power 

Salmon Reintroduction 

Habitat Restoration  

• Massive restoration/ reintroduction 

program 

• More stakeholder influence in water 

management 

• ESA compliance 

• Habitat Conservation Plan 

• Protects both fish and landowners 



KBRA / KHSA Signed  - 2010  



Public Reaction – Political Ramifications 



The Klamath Adjudication 



The Klamath 
Adjudication 



Significant Findings:  



Significant Findings: 



Refuge Water Rights 
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Adjudication 



A New Paradigm 
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A New Paradigm 



Back to the Settlement Agreements… 



Increasing Tension 



Off-Project 
Agreement with 

Tribes 



Outlook 



Crisis Mode – The Window is Closing 

• 2016 is an election year 



Key Challenges for Settlement Proponents 



Risks if Settlement Legislation is not Enacted 



Positive Developments  
for Settlement Proponents 

• Tremendous Focus on 
Drought and Water 
Challenges in Congress 



Growing Support for Klamath Settlement Agreements 

Sportsmen/Conservation groups 

 

Commercial and Sport Fishing Industry 
 
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations 
Institute for Fisheries Resources  
Northwest Guides and Anglers Association 
Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association 
Yamsi Ranch Flyfishing 
Shasta Trout guide service 
Wild Waters Fly Fishing 
Ted Fay Fly Shop 
 

Newspapers 
 
Klamath Falls Herald and News 
The Oregonian 
Eugene Register Guard 
Salem Statesman Journal 
The Sacramento Bee 
The New York Times 
The Eureka Times-Standard 
The Chico Enterprise-Record 



Growing Support for Klamath Settlement Agreements 

Government 

Business and Community 

Tribes 

 

 

Agriculture 

 

Family Farm Alliance 

National Potato Council  

Oregon Farm Bureau  

Klamath/Lake County Farm Bureau 

Modoc County (CA) Farm Bureau 

Modoc County Cattlemen’s Association 

Oregon Cattlemen’s Association 

Klamath County Cattlemens Association 

Klamath Water Users Association 

Upper Klamath Water Users Association 

Klamath Water and Power Agency 

Oregon Potato Commission 

Fort Klamath Critical Habitat Landowners 

Upper Klamath Landowner Improvement District 

Oregon Water Resources Congress 

Resource Conservancy 

Sprague River Water Resource Foundation 

13 Klamath Project Irrigation Districts 





Why the Family Farm Alliance 
Supports Klamath Settlement 

Legislation 
• We support locally-driven 

collaborative solutions to water 
challenges 

• Other Alliance members have 
successfully settled with Tribes (Nez 
Perce Agreement, Navajo / Apache, 
Ute Tribes) 

• This is a creative way to address 
ESA-driven water conflicts 

• It keeps farmers and ranchers in the 
business of providing food and fiber 
to the world 
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